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There were several
attractive bu11d1ngs of
Indo-European

2 architecture: Frere Hall,

KARACT
BEFORE PARTITION
w 1 B

A Journey Through Time

Napier Barracks,

" e i Merewether Tower, Holy
In pre-partition India, Karachi had grown to kL Toahey L enedral, Stey ik
be one of the most liveable cities 1n the o Patrick’s Cathedral, O1d =

- Sind Assembly, the High
“f Court, Mohatta Palace,
= = Lakshmi Building,
&= KMC Building, Customs
House, and the West Wharf.

subcontinent.

People and vehicles did not congest most
--areas of the city. The transport network
of buses and trams, almost all of them
privately owned, ran smoothly.

Karachi was the major centre of commerce,

at the time of partition. Since then, the
port city has seen an almost 50-fold
, '1ncrease in its population, a soaring growth
™ “rate set in motion by the population
Hﬁuﬁ ?{‘exchange between the two” new countries and
}igs J«subsequent1y fuelled by continued internal
@ F)p  migration from rural parts of Pakistan.
“;;:_ At the t1me of India’s partition, Karachi's:
WY modest population was a rich tapestry of
Al " religions—including Muslims,  Hindus,: $ikhs,
~ ‘Christians, Parsis, and Jews-and a variety-f
- of languages, such as Sindhi, Balochi,
;" Kachhi, Gujarati, Hindustani, and Eng11sh
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Empress Market, Sind C1ub,'“l

w1th a population of approximately 450, OOO‘ff,
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Before partition, Karach1‘was a'H1ndu major1ty c1ty,
that ma1n1y spoke S1ndh1

The architecture of. Karachi’s earlier guarters
‘resembled that of old Bombay,_a port city with which 1t
‘shared many_s1m11ar1t1es of cu1ture, language and food.

But Karachi’s demography underwent huge changes 1n 1947. W1th1n a few
months of Part1t1on 80 000 people arrived from Delhi.

That was the beginning of an exodus from Ind1a ‘which confinUed,untiJ

around 1955, adding over half a million people to the city’s population.
By the time the first wave of refugees had sett1ed 1n Karachi had .
become a predominantly Muslim c1ty -~ — | g,

and more than half of its
population was Urdu-speaking.
Very few cities in the world
have undergone such a rap1d
transformation.

..........
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A Journey Through Tlme Muslims to Pakistan and 4.7 million Sikhs and Hindus to

India, resulting in a 6% population surge in Pakistan,
: . : : : concentrated in urban areas of Sindh and Punjab.
Pakistan was founded on 14™ August 1947, prompting a historic -

migration as countless Muslims from across India journeyed toward

the new nation. Millions began leaving their homes even before the

The predominantly
borders of their destination were formally drawn.

Urdu-speaking Mus1im
migrants took over roles
vacated by Sindhi Hindus,
~_who had been the region’s
business and professional
elite, creating a
rural-urban divide between
Sindhi-speaking 1oca1s and
the new sett1ers. '

Amidst widespread unrest, political upheaval, and social chaos, the
world witnessed the largest human displacement in history,

involving nearly 15 million people.

L4th August

The urban popu1at1on of S1ndh in 1941 was 12 percent of 1ts
total population. By 1951, this had increased to 29 percent
Most of the smaller towns registered negative growth due to

The summer of 1947 witnessed the biggest mass the departure of Hindus. However, Sindh’s two major towns,
migration in human history. Those who could Hyderabad and Karachi, grew by over 150 percent dur1ng the
afford to, left in planes, ships or special : - 1inter-census period because of m1grat1on. _ | ‘*1;*1,“~1 YA
trains. However, spaces were scarce. _ : . i i '.gh~ iy % ¢ ittt :
Hence most took regular trains and the 7 e R AR AR
poorest of the poor travelled on foot. " e |
;4 ' ":“1:\— '.L?‘:?\_..h-_ "".I{-'I - ;;;,..;.; : . ; _ ““_‘t‘ -“‘ " .?f- ," g ";«- -
k. 3o _.3_"3.‘;".';-. _:.‘\-r,_,,, % ; .'..:-4; o fﬁ{af“‘i’“ o
<% ‘;:.'.-. \.-';-.:.!-"'!!-,-'f_;l:l“‘.“ ‘; ‘;; . " ,-. -._.-:r-:.._ by _' _Q_?jg;%.th ¥ ' v . =, 3_‘_‘ .
byt ae P g REE ‘:_,_- ‘._! S r'ur;* f“—‘-ﬂ- L(m? et i _.I\ —
< '._;;..5__',\-.;_;.-":3.-ix‘-w:"::--, *4‘*'?':” 28 _{ Ny VRS EASE e o 5 . f s A .
Jf e i : Sy PR LT 38

Red HY T T SR e R - O A T b vl b L e b an ¢ -



KARAC
THROUGH THE LENS
M\ w 11

A Journey Through Time

A majority of the refugees were settled in hastily constructed

refugee camps in Sindh and Punjab. By the 1960s, many of the refugee
camps (especially i1n Karachi) had turned into shanty towns with high
levels of crime, unemployment and alcoholism. In the 1970s, many of

. these shanty towns were regularised and provided basic amenities

* such as water and e1ectr1cvty' To date they are the most congested
© areas of the city. “

To compensate for their properties lost é
in India, these migrants were allocated O\
evacuee properties left by departing

- Hindus. |

Hajji Camp (Haji Camp) - One of the largest camps, located near the
port, which later became the site where pilgrims departed for Hajj.
Malir Camp - Located in the Malir district, this camp housed many
refugees during the early years after Partition.

Landhi Camp - Situated in the eastern part of Karachi, this camp
accommodated a large number of 1ncoming refugees.

Drigh Road Camp - Along what is now Shahrah-e-Faisal, this camp served
as temporary housing for refugees who arrived 1n Karachi.

Lyari Camp - In the Lyari area - a heavily populated part of Karachi,
many refugees were settled 1n makeshift camps.

Korangi Camp - Another camp set up in the eastern suburbs of the city to

provide shelter to refugees.
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REFUGEL-2A:

Karachi’s Journey of Growth and Challenges

After the Partition of 1947, minority communities in
Karachi played a vital role in shaping the city’s
cultural, educational,and economic landscape.

Their contributions spanned diverse fields, including
healthcare, education, and social services, leaving a
lTasting impact on Karachi's development. From establishing
renowned institutions like hospitals and schools to
fostering communal harmony, these communities became
integral to the city’s progress and resilience.

The Memon Community Influence on Karachi’s Development
The Dawood Foundation

In the 1950s, the Dawood family, one of Pakistan's Tleading

business dynasties, established The Dawood Foundation to drive
socio-economic development through philanthropy.

At the heart of Karachi stands the iconic Dawood Centre, one
of the city's earliest high-rises. Constructed in the 1960s by
the renowned Macdonald Layton & Company (MLC) Ltd., the
building symbolises Pakistan's aspirations for modernity. Once
a quaint architectural marvel, it has been thoughtfully
transformed into a state-of-the-art business hub equipped with
cutting-edge technologies. Today, the Dawood Centre remains a
celebrated landmark, reflecting the enduring legacy of

progress and innovation.
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= e e Hu” Avari Hotel Group was founded in March 1948 by Dinshaw

E!gﬂ E.% W ey B B ;'Igrf;"::gvari who was originally from Bombay. Avari Hotel’s first
i ] EEE % e %1 8l 1 Jocation was the Beach Luxury Hotel in Karachi which
= 1 “!Em S opened on 21t March, 1948. The group expanded across
.'%%%E_-Hﬁ.' < * Pakistan and the Middle East, including Avari Towers in
._ ﬁﬂﬂ%gg - Karachi and Avari Dubai. The 17-storey building have 120
! jEEﬁiiEf renovated rooms and suites, and is one of the tallest
j;ﬁﬁﬁﬁﬂigi;' buildings in Karachi.

Empowering Karachi:
The Christian Community’s Impact
Karachi Adventist Hospital

Started as a tent hospital in 1947, the current
facility was built in 1951 by the Seventh-day
Adventist Church. The hospital offers comprehensive
medical services, integrating physical, mental, and
spiritual care. It conducts health camps and
community initiatives to serve underserved
populations. The hospital remains a trusted
institution for holistic healthcare.
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The 1947 Partition reshaped Karachi, impacting its urban L) (i~ U B e 4% i _
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: : s 7 infrastructure in new areas 1ike Korangi and Nazimabad. OO
Karachi faced a severe housing crisis 7 _ ) \ ; e
post-Partition, as its population surged from Residents often relied on informal and unreliable transport IE@%@?
400,000 to over 1 million by the early 1950s. options. ecle
R
The city's infrastructure struggled to , . @ﬁﬁ};
accommodate the overwhelming influx of migrants. Water and Sanitation L%@ﬁ?
S
Temporary Shelters and Refugee Camps Government Housing Schemes Rapid population growth in Karachi led to water shortages, PO
Refugee camps in areas like Korangi and Malir became The government Tlaunched housing schemes such inadequate sanitation, and disease outbreaks 1ike cholera and _gggga
permanent settlements, with makeshift housing often as Liaquatabad, Nazimabad, and Federal B Area A { I X
lacking basic amenities.Korangi Township, initially e 6 e frh e | e s, e tuberculosis 1n overcrowded settlements. Lack of sewage _ KPS
planned as a model migrant settlement, soon became ‘ infrastructure in new settlements led to open drains and poor ‘ FeSoreecul
overcrowded and under-resourced, fueling urban . : : o | BEXSI
waste disposal, contributing to Karachi's urban decay. %%
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Displacement of Indigenous Populations el

’ Energy Shortages e Ry S SR e
Resettlement efforts displaced many local Sindhis, ' == |

as migrant settlements encroached on ancestral

lands around Karachi.This sparked Tand conflicts reShaPed
and heightened ethnic tensions between Sindhis and

Muhajirs.

------------
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The surge in population overwhelmed Karachi's power grid, —
causing frequent outages and blackouts, especially in refugee = *5Eﬁ?“@“““*'
settlements.



BUILDING KARACHI

THE COMMUNITIES THAT SHAPED
ITS FUTURE AFTER PARTITION

Karachi’s development after Partition is a testament to resilience, unity, and
transformation. As millions of refugees arrived, they brought diverse cultures, skills,
and experiences, playing a key role in shaping the city into one of Pakistan's most
vibrant and cosmopolitan urban centers. The seismic shift of 1947 reshaped Karachi’s
social and economic landscape, with various communities contributing to its growth
in healthcare, education, and commerce. Today, Karachi’s multicultural identity and
success as a commercial hub reflect the enduring impact of these diverse
communities.

HINDU COMMUNITY

PILLARS OF KARACHI’'S PROGRESS

The Hindu community played a crucial role in Sindh's administration and economy,
adapting to British rule. Sindhi merchants thrived by leveraging new trade routes,
even in a European-dominated market.

The Amil community excelled in the British administration, promoting education,
including the founding of Dayaram Jethmal Sind College. By the early 20th century,
Hindus were vital to Sindh's governance and economic growth.



JEWS CONTRIBUTIONS

KARACHI’'S HIDDEN GEMS

Moses Somake, a Jewish architect, left a lasting
impact on Karachi's architecture, designing iconic
buildings like Edward House, Flagstaff House, also
known as the Quaid-e-Azam House Museum, The
Karachi Goan Association Hall, Mules Mansion, and
Bai Virbaiji Soparivala (BVS) Parsi High School.

His works blended simplicity with diverse
influences, including Renaissance elements and
semicircular balconies. Somake's signature style,
known as "Somakesque," continues to define
Karachi’s architectural heritage. He also
contributed to the design of Victoria Mansion.

7Y

KARACHI'S GROWTH
THE BOHRA IMPACT

In 1963, Syedna Taher Saifuddin established the Saifee Eide Zahabi Institute in
Karachi, enhancing the Bohra community's influence on education and
Karachi’s development.

Their innovative thali system promotes inclusivity and sustainability, while
welfare projects like Saifee Hospital and entrepreneurial ventures contributed
to the city's growth. The Bohras' commitment to social welfare and heritage
preservation has left a lasting impact on Karachi.
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THE MEMON'S TRANSFORMATIVE

CONTRIBUTIONS TO KARACHI'S SOCIAL WELFARE

Abdul Sattar Edhi, founder of Pakistan's largest welfare network, the Edhi Foundation
operated 335 centres and a fleet of 1,800 ambulances. Despite receiving substantial
donations, Edhi lived modestly, owning just two sets of clothing and residing in a
two-room apartment.

b/

He began his mission in 1951, purchasing an old van to provide medical assistance.
Over decades, he expanded services to include orphanages, shelters, maternity homes,
and burial services, addressing critical social gaps. His lifelong commitment to
humanity and simplicity remains a cornerstone of Pakistan’s welfare history.

Shaher Bano
Survivors and Their Memories

"I got married in India and lived there for two years before
moving to Karachi, Pakistan, where we eventually settled.

At first, we lived in a small quarter, but later built our home
in Al Azam Square.

During the 1965 war, communication was incredibly
challenging. | had to send letters to my nephew in Canada,
who would then forward them to India.

Looking back, | feel the partition should never have
happened—it left people scattered and disconnected, torn
between here and there."”



Bashir Sultana
Survivors and Their Memories

"We faced immense danger during the partition, with Hindus
targeting us. Leaving everything behind in Delhi, we fled to
Karachi by aeroplane.

INn Karachi, life started anew. At first, we lived on Burns Road
and later purchased a home in Nazimabad. Karachi felt
welcoming and vibrant.

Back in India, school days were a cherished memory. We girls
would ride in a doli (palanquin), carried by a kahar, to school.
Those were simpler times.

ne air was charged with slogans like ‘Quaid-e-Azam Zindabad’
and ‘Ban kar rahega Pakistan’. Quaid-e-Azam was the unifying
force who kept everyone close, instilling hope and determination
iN difficult times.”

Ahmed Abdul Bari (Bari Mian)

"My father, Maulana Jamal Ahmed Firangi Mahali, hailed from
the historic Firangl Mahal in Lucknow. After Partition, our
journey took us first to Dhaka and then to Karachi, where

we finally settled.

Life after Partition was marked by resilience and dedication.
People worked tirelessly—even on tea chests in makeshift
offices—to rebuild their lives and the nation. welcoming
and vibrant.

Lucknow has a famous saving: ‘Khuda abaad rakhe Lucknow
ko, phir ganeemat hai, nazar koi na koi pyaari soorat aa he
jaati hal.’ The same holds true for Karachi:

‘Khuda abaad rakhe Karachi ko, phir ganeemat hai, nazar
koi na koi pyaari soorat aa he jaati hai.’ May Karachi remain
vibrant and welcoming, just as it has always been.”
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