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Karachl Is belleved to be built on the
ancient port of Krokala on the Arabian
Sea, visited by

1
Alexander's

fleet in 326 BC

The small fishing village of Karachi became a trading port when the Talpur
Mirs of Sindh built a mud fort here in the 18" century, but the port remained
small. Karachi was completely transformed when its harbour was developed
by the British after they conguered Sindh in the mid-19" century. Keamari
served as the landing place for all goods and passengers bound for Karachi.

Karachi is built around a bay whichisa natural harbour
and protected from storms by a group of small islands.
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VILLAGES

BABA BHIT

ISLAND
VILLAGE

This is the smallest neighbourhood of Keamarn and
rises i feet above sea level, it comprises of three
svall fishing islands which are in the centre of the
harbour of Karachl. The approximate area of these
islands is 4 km® and the population is about 15000,
most of whom speak Sindhi,

Thiz village is in the neighbourhoods of Shirin Jinnah
Colony. It was once covered with mangroves,
Unfartunately, due te commercialization, mangroves
were dearad, and the sea was filled with sand to make
it a residential area. It was formerty called Jungleabad
because of the large number of mangroves that used
to be present

BHUTTA
VILLAGE
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MANORA

Qasim Fort

Dasim Fort waas bult in the 18™ century by the Talpur dynasty when Karachi used to trada
with Bahrain and Oman. The agrarian resowrces of the Sindh negion empowered its
participation in maritime rade across the Indian Ocean. Numerous vareties of indian
produce induding cotton, timber, rice, sugar, grices and ghae wese sent bo Oman for both
hame consrmption and re-edpoetation. The British captured the Ford in 1839 swing ta ik
strategic gengraphical location. The history of Karachi infliates fram this Fart when the
\Welleslay [Bretish ship| was captured off Manora lsland, Tha Giasim Fort area &
currrnthe a naval base station,

St. Paul's Church

Bultt beskle the Lighthouse and carstructad fram limestane. the Church
was-erected as 3 memarial ta Sir Charles kamas Mapies, It faatures English
Gothic architectural style with nave without aisks, & vestry and a small
assembly hall, Other features include the dhurch's four lancet

windows and the three-light stained-glass windows.

Lighthouse

Manors hay the tallest Bghihouse in the courdry,

Tt was inaugurated om Apeil 1, 1889 and its light is
widilbde from 20 nautical miles. The origing! lighthouse
at the same place was erected in 1851 which was
replaced by much taller Sghthouse in 1857 with
ncreased traffic reaching Karachi port.

The current Eghthaouwse is 91 feet tall.



This town has been inhabited by Sindhis for more
than 400 years. It is said that the island s called
Shams Pir because the Shrine of Baba Shams Pir is

located here. Every Hindu vessel that enters or
leaves the port deposits a small present at the

Shrine. Once a year, a three-day long fair is also

held in memary of Shams Pir.
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ARCHITECTURE

Sydenham Passenger Pavilion
(Keamari Clock tower)

The Sydenham Passenger Pavilion was inaugurated on January 20, 1913 by Lord
Sydenham, the Gaverner of Bombay. The clock tower has stoed tall infarming the
British ard keeping them punctual during Warld War |, It was then that the area
of the part expanded, which included a new boat basin, which was five hectares
across, ringed on three sides by the Return Wharf, the Sydenham Pier and the
Railway Whard,

Native Jetty Bridge

Mative letty Bridge weas built during Charles Naplers' tenure who wanted the port ta
e fully established for international trade. The Bridge was to connect the city of
Karachi to the Keamari region. It is now crossed by millions each day on their

wiay to wark.



St. Anthony Chapel Port Water Jet

Orie of the twio chiuiches in Keamarl, St Antharny =
Chapal was butt in 1921 and infendad ta serve the Fountain
British serviceman. Befons it becamea church, it KT hias constructed the
used tobe an Anglo vemacuar schoal named after secand highest fountain in
an Englich Gendlemen Humby' Thers were 36 the warld, about 6601,
students errolled in the school and four languages wibiich was inauguratad in
were taught there. Today, the charch needs Jarisary 2006. Port lountain
constant maintenance. The original timber roof of wiias made with an objective
the church is replaced by concrete and the stone e beaulify Karachis coastline
masoary walls are paintod with weatherresistant and ks clearly visibile from
paint, Tha chigrch remains aist of sight dua ta its Clifton beach. 38 fiood lights
shart height and the presence of numersls of 400 watts Buminate tha
faangain at nighe,

Mules Mansion

Maules Mansion was designed by Moses Somake and built in
1917 with rnegged stone masanry. It was named after the first
chairman of the Karachi Poet Truss, Charles Mules.

After partition, the mansien served as tha Naval Headquarters,
Naw the ground fioor housas shops and the upper two floors
ara used for residential purposes

hoases around it, >

KPT Building

The building is a wonderful amal gamation of British, Hindu
and Gathic culures. G. Witted, a consultant architect of the
Government of Bombay, designed the KT Head Office.
Itis d an Eduljes Dinsh was insugurated
i 1916 The appearance of the bullding is unsque with
yallow, stone-based Sepla. Theve i a large dame placed
at tha top which 15 a promirent featura of Roman
architacture, The other classic matarials of the busidings are
its doors, windaws and arches, which are huge In size and
in green colour,

Shri Varun Dev temple

Another place of worship, thes temphe is sald to be dedicated 10 Vann, the Hindu
deity associated with waters and rin, Accerding 1o legend, Bhojomal Mancy Bhattia,
a sallor, bought the island from the Khan of Katat areund the 164h century and bl
the temple on it 1L said that the temple looks out for the safety of fshermen at sea,
H alsa hauses twa smaller temples, the fhoolay Laal and Shiv temples. it was sealed in
195%, after peaple broke into it and destroyed the structune The fast Pooja riual beld
o this place was in 1950
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PROBLEMS

Lack of Health Facilities

The lslands do rot have proper health Sclites and hospitals are scarce,

Foer instance, In the period from 2013-2018, the people of Manara necetved
medication worth Rs. 25000 only. Diseases of heart and skin are rampant.
because of lack of sanitation and sewerage. There has been an increase in
envirenmental pollution dus o the sevwage of the city coming twosgh the
Lyari Aiver. Chamicsl waste from Malir River is also contributing towards an
increade in pollution on the Blands. To avall proper health facilities, the [ocats
hiave no option but to rash 10 hospitals in other iowng, even incse of
emargencies. The elderly, especially, axperience great hardshigs while boarding
the boats, which is the anly means af transportation between Keaman and
other towns of the oty,

Unemployment

The income of the residents of Kearsail is malnly dependenit on the sea, Most of the peeple are |rvoled in fshing and boating which
becarmes a problem duting the monsean seasan when the suthorities ban boating due 1o the rough tdes, This, they face seasonal
unemployment and their boats remain stranded. As a result of the lack of educational institutions and the inability of the peopls to
alford aducation, the natives also find it challenging to acquire jobs in specialized fulds, For thess restons, the saa remains their

only option.

————

Lack of Resources

Severe water shorfage is one of Uhe biggest problam being
Taced by the inhabitants of Keamari. Fram 1945, the islands
weare provided waler from Sandspit through underwaler
pipedines but owing 1o the mangroves and their roots, the
pipelines got choked and were eventually destrayed. Clean
waater is raroly available and whan # |5, the peaple residing in
those araas arg required to walt in long guaues at the water
supply dapot with thalr pats, At times, the reskdents are also
forzed to buy water throuagh tankers transparted by boats.
Sharns Fir does not have any gas supply and electridty
breakouts ane common, The villagers often collect
deanations and restore power by their awn means,




